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Synopsis

Language is an expression of ideas, and as ideas change over time, words take on new meanings.
Hence, Noah Webster's monumental 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language is a work
of great importance to modern readers who care about traditional values. The founding documents
of the United States of America are contemporary with this 1828 dictionary, as are many other
important books and documents of that time. The 1828 dictionary defines the language of these
materials in the context of their era and thus becomes a valuable reference tool to enhance
understanding. In addition, Noah Webster based his work extensively on the King James Version of
the Bible, so that not only the words but also the values of the early nineteenth century are reflected
in the definitions. As Webster wrote, "In my view, the Christian religion is the most important and
one of the first things in which all children, under a free government ought to be instructed. . . . No
truth is more evident to my mind than that the Christian religion must be the basis of any
government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people." To make Webster’s
monumental work available at a more affordable price, this new edition has been carefully prepared
in a proprietary compact format: All of the words, definitions, and examples have been preserved,
but the explanations of word origins have been omitted to save space, as has Webster’s lengthy
technical introduction. Scripture references have been standardized in modern format, and many
abbreviations have been spelled out for greater understanding. Also, for the first time since the
book’s original publication, the text has been newly typeset; the clear and sturdy Charter typeface
makes the text highly readable in spite of its small size. In addition, the book has been printed on
acid-free, archival-quality paper, ensuring many years of useful service. This new, compact edition
is published with the same hope expressed by Webster himself: "I present it to my fellow citizens,
not with frigid indifference, but with my ardent wishes for their improvement and their happiness;
and for the continued increase of the wealth, the learning, the moral and religious elevation of

character, and the glory of my country."
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Customer Reviews

works for me. A great reference book.

Very good resource.Shelley W.

| love AfA¢A A-A AcAfA A A A A-this dictionary.

| was very pleased with this dictionary. It helps me to see that the meaning of words we use today

had different and more detailed meanings in 1828.

This is much better when working with writings prior to the 20th century, as it gives a more

appropriate interpretation of the writers’ intentions.

We have been looking for a more "carryable" version of Webster's 1828, and finally we have what

we’ve been looking for.

Increase your vocabulary and almost feel like you are learning a new language, the language our
fore fathers.Also recommended by a home school mom and so glad she enlightened me on modern

day dictionary terms versusthe classical dictionary.

It's awesome especially when you're biblically studying
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